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EXTRACTS FROM REV. E. B. HALL'S ADDRESS OiN PEACE. 
From Dr. Channing's address before our Society, at its last anniversary, 
we have been strongly tempted to make extracts, but have been deterred 
chiefly by the fact that a copy was sent to so many of our readers. Few of 
them, however, have seen Mr. Hall's pertinent and forcible address before 
the Rhode Island Peace Society last June ; and we give below a few speci- 
mens that cannot fail to interest and benefit every thoughtful reader. 

Christ's Teachings in contrast with the practice of his pro- 
fessed followers. — " Our Saviour spake with authority. He spake as 
never man spake. He gave positive and broad precepts. Some of these 
precepts forbid us to resist evil, and require us to forgive and bless those 
who curse and injure us. No one denies that the letter and spirit of this 
religion are emphatically for peace ; and for peace, not as policy only, but as 
duty. It is not simply recommended, it is enjoined. And all that opposes 
this is forbidden. The whole spirit of war, anger, revenge, retaliation, 
violence, are prohibited in language so direct, so comprehensive, so unqual- 
ified, that if it does not prohibit all war, it is difficult to conceive of any 
words that will. The language is this. ' Love your enemies. Bless them that 
curse you. Resist not evil. See that none render evil for evil to any man. 
Forgive, and ye shall be forgiven. Have peace one with another. Lay 
aside all malice. Avenge not yourselves. If thine enemy hunger, feed 
him. Overcome evil with good.' 

"Such are the precepts of what we call our religion. How are they 
regarded? Are we bound by them, or are we not? Ought we to receive 
and observe them according to their plain import, or may we construe and 
apply them, as the age of the world, the prejudices of society, the 
conduct of an enemy, the condition of a country or city, or the immediate 
interests of an individual, seem to require ? What the answer to this has 
generally been is known to all. With the exception of the two or three 
first centuries of the Christian era, every age of Christianity, and the great 
majority of Christians of every name and place, have virtually declared 
these precepts to be null and void. It is not enough to say, that they have 
made them bend to circumstances. They have done what they could to 
annul them. The people and the clergy, the intelligent and the ignorant, 
the profane and the pious, those who have professed to follow Christ as 
decidedly as those who have owned no higher leader than Csssar, have said 
by their actions, and often in plain words, that these precepts are not bind- 
ing. They have set themselves in direct opposition to the temper and letter 
of the gospel. That says — ' Love your enemies ; ' they say, ' Hate your 
enemies ; ' or love them in that sense only, which is consistent with injur- 
ing and destroying them. Christianity says — ' Resist not evil ; ' Christians 
say — ' Resist unto death.' Christianity has enjoined — ' If your enemy 
hunger, feed him ; ' Christians have cried — ' Starve him.' It is written — 
' Be gentle, showing all meekness unto all men ; ' many have replied — ' Be 
armed, vigilant, sensitive to the slightest affront, resolute to punish every 
injury, as individuals and nations.' " 

Examples of the early Christians. — " Have there been no literal 
trials of our Lord's doctrine ? Have there been no successful experiments'? 
Look at his primitive disciples. They who lived nearest him were likely 
to know what he intended, and surely that was an age of the world not 
favorable to pacific principles. Yet these principles were observed, and to 
the letter ; yes, and to the death. The first Christians resisted unto blood ; 
but it was the resistance of unyielding faith, and the blood of the uncon- 
quered martyr. They would die, but they would not fight. And which is 
true courage and heroism, that which lays down its life in the despised cause 
of principle, or that which rushes with heated passion and loud applause to 
the triumph of victory or the death of glory? Marcellus was a Roman 
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centurion. He became a Christian ; and believing that war was no longer 
permitted to him, he threw down his belt at the head of the legion, declaring 
that he could serve no longer. He was committed to prison. He still 
insisted, ' it is not lawful for a Christian to bear arms for any earthly con- 
sideration ; ' and he was put to death. — Maximilian was summoned to be 
enrolled as a soldier. ' 1 am a Christian, and cannot fight,' said he. He 
was threatened. ' I cannot fight, if I die.' He was led to execution. 
Such were the principles and practice of all the Christians of the two first 
centuries and a part of the third. After Christianity had spread over almost 
the known world, Tertullian says of a large part of the Roman armies, ' not 
a Christian could be found amongst them.' In the third century, Christi- 
anity began to be corrupted from various causes, and Christians began to be 
soldiers. The numbers increased with the corruptions of the religion." 

Argument from Jewish Example refuted. — "We maybe told here 
that the Jews fought. It does not follow that Christians should fight. We 
are not Jews. We have a more perfect religion. They were allowed, if 
not commanded, to do many things which are neither commanded nor 
allowed now. Christ is our leader, and his weapons are all spiritual. 
The Jews may well be our teachers in this respect ; for they are accustomed 
to tell us that ' our wars evince that the Prince of peace has not come.' 
What can we say in reply 1 Some years since, when it was advertised 
that a Christian sermon would be preached in favor of peace, a paper was 
found affixed to the church by a Jew, and it had words to this effect — ' Our 
Messiah, when he comes, will establish a system of mercy, peace and kind- 
ness upon earth, while among you Christians, nothing but disputes, animos- 
ities and cruelties, mark your passage through the world. Probably your 
religion sanctions these things ; ours does not. Has the golden era of 
public peace and private love, prophesied ?in the sacred volume, ever yet 
been witnessed 1 Speak candidly, Christian ; has it been once seen within 
the last eighteen hundred years? " 

The alleged Impracticability or Peace — " ' It is vain,' we are told, 
to contend against nature ; while men are men, they will fight.' — That is to 
say, while they are disposed, and think it best to fight, they will fight. But 
may not their dispositions be changed, and their views of right and of policy 
be altered? — 'Yes, you may do something of the kind. But not much, 
never all. To think of converting the world to such principles is ridiculous.' 
— To this reasoning, which in some shape comes from many respectable and 
Christian sources, there are two replies. First, it is never ridiculous to 
think of doing anything that ever has been done through the power of simple 
truth. Mankind have already witnessed revolutions in opinion and practice 
on this subject, nearly as great as those we look and pray for. Compare 
the spirit of war, or the modes of warfare now, with those of the middle 
ages, or of a few centuries back. Compare the feelings and customs of 
Christian nations, bad as they are, with the conduct of barbarous nations 
and savage hordes towards their enemies. Within a short period, some of 
the greatest barbarities have ceased. The settling of private disputes by the 
sword, which was once so prevalent in Europe, that during the first eighteen 
years of Henry IV, 4000 French gentlemen were killed in private combats, 
has been ejther wholly abolished, or greatly frowned upon and checked, in 
all countries. It is not two hundred years since prisoners of war were 
compelled to toil for their conquerors like slaves. What people now dare, or 
seem desirous, to sentence their captives to the oar or the dungeon for life ? 
How long is it, since vessels were fitted out, even in British ports, on both 
sides the Atlantic, for the avowed purpose of piracy, and the successful 
robber and murderer in the pathways of the world were rewarded with office 
and glory ? Now the pirate is branded as the ' enemy of the human race,' 
and an attempt has been made by our government to stop licensed priva- 
teering throughout the Christian world. The slave trade too, than which not 
war itself has been more interwoven with society, or supposed more reputa- 
ble, has been made by law, at least, to be piracy. Most men have come to 
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see the magnitude of that dark iniquity, and the duty and the practicability 
of sweeping it from God's earth. Nor will it do to tell us any longer, that 
this or any other evil, though its age be that of the mountains, and its 
foundations stronger than they, because laid in human passions, cannot be 
rooted up and cast away by that, which, under God who inspires it, is the 
sovereign of the universe, — mind acting by faith and love. 

There is another answer to the last and every objection. It is drawn from 
the promise of God. It is the promise of God. It is the sure word of 
prophecy. It is the seal of him who cannot lie. If not another word had 
been written by the pen of inspiration, if not another light had beamed from 
the thick darkness, and nothing in the past were known, and nothing in the 
future to be seen, for encouragement, one clear and sure prediction were 
enough : — ' They shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their 
spears into pruning-hooks : nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more.' Nay, if there were no posi- 
tive prophecy, as there are many, yet if the truth and designed prevalence 
of Christianity be admitted, it is an answer to every doubt, a rebuke to every 
sneer. Convince me that war is to be perpetual, and you destroy my faith 
in Christianity. Leave me that faith, and mountains move ; war, slavery, 
intemperance, and all kindred woes, are crushed beneath the conqueror's 
foot. Man is free, m#n is at peace, man lives as the brother of man, and 
the child of God." 

How war changes Men. — " Christian men and women seem to undergo 
an entire change of nature, under the influence of the war-spirit. The for- 
giving become resentful, the gentle are violent, the kind malignant, and the 
peaceful warlike. To-day, they shudder at the thought of killing a man. 
To-morrow, war being declared, they deliberately arm themselves, go out, 
aim the deadly weapon, see a neighbor or brother fall, aim again, and he is 
the best soldier who shoots the most men. This is the avowed principle of war. 
We may not love blood, but the laws of war require it. They leave no 
option. There is no slavery or despotism like theirs. The moment you 
become a soldier, your moral freedom ceases. You are enrolled under a 
new master and a tyrant. You own allegiance to a man who may command 
you to do what Christ and God forbid, and it must be done. You must 
shoot, or be shot. In the late war of the Carlists in Spain, several officers 
were taken prisoners. Their victor, a humane man, despatched a courier to 
the rival commander,offering to exchange these prisoners for several officers 
of his own previously taken. In two days the courier returned, and found 
the general seated with his prisoners at his mess, treating them with all 
kindness and honor. The letter was instantly opened and read thus — ' The 
officers you require, I have already shot.' The general rose from the table, 
threw the letter to his guests, and said : ' gentlemen, I am sorry it is so, but 
there is no alternative. Blood for blood ! Send for the confessor, for you 
have but a few minutes to live.' They were dragged from the table, and 
shot in the court-yard." 

HOME CORRESPONDENCE. 
Our narrow limits have hitherto compelled us to exclude the greater part 
of our correspondence, domestic as well as foreign ; but we are resolved at 
length to let our readers have the benefit of perusing a few specimens of 
what we have been receiving from our friends in this country. 

EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS OF REV. AARON FOSTER. 

Substitutes for War. — The government which shall originate such 
substitutes for war as will be adopted by Christian nations, must have the 
first place of honor in future history. In the ages of peace, the record of the 
transaction will be the school book of nations, and the act itself, the annual 
rejoicing of the universe, because it will be the most beneficent of human 
revolutions. None can comprehend the influence of a judicious proposal 



